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first campaign against Nizamu'1-Mulk and knew something
about the fire of the latter's batteries. Thus both parties wel-
comed an arrangement instead of testing their strength in
battle. On 16th January, 1738, a convention was signed at
Durai Sarai, sixty-four miles from Sironj. Nizamu'1-Mulk
agreed to grant to Baji Rao the whole of Malwa and sovereign
rights over the territory between the Narbada and the
Chambal. He promised to obtain confirmation of the
treaty from the Emperor and to use his best endeavours to get
fifty lakhs of rupees from the central treasury as reparations.1
"I have tried", observes Baji Rao in a letter quoted by Grant
Duff, "to get something from the Nawab himself but this I
scarcely expected. I recollected his unwillingness to part with
money when I entered in an agreement to assist him.532 The
allusion is to the compact Nizamu'1-Mulk concluded with
Raja Sahu before the battle of Shakar Khera in 1724. Ac-
cording to some historians the rumour of Nadir Shah's inva-
sion had already for some time been current in the capital.
The Emperor wrote pressing letters to Nizamu'1-Mulk, asking
him to reach Delhi as soon as possible and to conclude an
agreement with the Peshwa.3

This was the last time that Nizamu'1-Mulk and the Peshwa
Baji Rao came into conflict. Emboldened by and flushed with
his recent success Baji Rao thought of bringing the whole of
the Deccan under his sway. Nizamu'1-Mulk was away at the
capital, engrossed in the arrangement of court affairs after
Nadir's departure from India. In December 1739, Baji Rao
started his campaign to subdue the Deccan at the head of
50,000 horse and foot. He had a double purpose in
view. He wanted to bring pressure upon Nizamu'1-Mulk to
issue him the Sanad, conferring the Government of Malwa
with due confirmation by the Emperor, and to give effect to
other stipulations of the convention of Durai Sarai as part of
the agreement. Moreover, he thought of levying tribute in
the six Subahs of the Deccan to replenish his treasury which
was exhausted on account of his campaigns against the Portu-
guese. When Nasir Jang received intelligence of the unpro-
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